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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Steele 
(US 4,973,794). 

Regarding claim 1, Steele discloses an electrical cable (11) comprising: a series 
of mutually insulated and parallel electrical conductors (16) joined edgewise to form a 
flexible ribbon (11; fig. 2); a first conforming flexible electrical shield (inner copper layer 
of shield 13 as seen in fig. 3) covering the ribbon (figs. 2, 3); a flexible insulating layer 
(outer insulating layer adjacent to inner copper layer of shield 13) next to covering the 
first conforming flexible electrical shield (fig. 3); and a second conforming flexible 
electrical shield (outer copper layer adjacent to second insulating layer of shield 13) 
covering the insulating layer (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 2, Steele discloses the electrical cable (1 1 ) of claim 1 including 
further an outer insulating jacket (inner insulating layer of shield 19) covering the second 
conforming electrical shield (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 3, Steele discloses the electrical cable (11) of claim 1 wherein 
the first and second conforming flexible electrical shields are metal foil (col. 4, lines 41- 
68). 
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Regarding claim 4, Steele discloses the electrical cable (1 1 ) of claim 3 wherein 
the first and second conforming flexible electrical shields are pleated (figs. 2, 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Steele discloses the electrical cable (11) of claim 1 further 
including at least one connector (12, 14) providing, within a connector shell, a plurality 
of releasable connector elements for electrically and mechanically engaging with 
corresponding elements in a second connector (12, 14), the connector elements 
connected to the electrical conductors of the cable (fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 6, Steele discloses the electrical cable (1 1 ) of claim 5 wherein 
the connector shell is electrically connected to the second conforming flexible electrical 
shield and the first conforming conductive electrical shield is connected to one of the 
connector elements (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Steele discloses a cable assembly (figs. 1 -3) providing 
electrical communication of a series of signals from a first electrical device to a second 
electrical device comprising: a series of first terminals (col. 3, lines 54-58) associated 
with the first electrical device including multiple signal terminals and at least one signal 
return terminal and at least one earth ground separate from the signal return terminal 
(col. 3, lines 54-58); a series of second terminals (col. 3, lines 54-58) associated with 
the second electrical device including multiple signal terminals and at least one signal 
return terminal; a series of mutually insulated and parallel electrical conductors joined 
edgewise to form a flexible ribbon (col. 3, lines 59-60), wherein the conductors are 
attached to the terminals so that electrical conductors carrying signal returns alternate 
with conductors carrying signals; a first conforming flexible electrical shield (conductive 
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layer between the two insulating layers of shield 1 3 as seen in fig. 3) covering the ribbon 
and attached to a signal return terminal; an insulating layer (insulating layer between the 
two conductive layers of shield 1 3 as seen in fig. 3) covering the outside of the first 
conforming flexible electrical shield (fig. 3); and a second conforming flexible electrical 
shield (conductive layer between second insulating layer of shield 13 and adhesive 
layer 26) covering the insulating layer and attached to the earth ground (col. 3, lines 62- 
65). 

Regarding claim 8, Steele discloses the cable assembly (figs. 1-3) of claim 7 
wherein the cable further includes an outer insulating jacket (insulating layer between 
adhesive layer 26 and first conductive layer of shield 19) covering the second 
conforming electrical shield (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 9, Steele discloses the cable assembly (figs. 1-3) of claim 7 
wherein the first and second conforming flexible electrical shields are metal foil (col. 4, 
lines 41 -42 and 66-67). 

Regarding claim 10, Steele discloses the cable assembly (figs. 1-3) of claim 9 
wherein the first and second conforming flexible electrical shields are pleated (figs. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Steele discloses the cable assembly (figs. 1-3) of claim 7 
wherein the terminals (12, 14) are a plurality of releasable connector elements within a 
connector shell for electrically and mechanically engaging with corresponding elements 
in a second connector (col. 3, lines 55-58), the connector elements connected to ones 
of the electrical conductors of the cable and the connector shell electrically connected to 
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the second conforming flexible electrical shield and the first conforming conductive 
electrical shield connected to one of the connector elements (fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Crane et al. (US 5,428,187) disclose a shielded hybrid ribbon 
cable assembly. Dickerson et al. (US 5,387,1 1 3) disclose a composite shield jacket. 
Springer et al. (US 5,360,944) disclose a strippable electrical cable. Steele (US 
4,835,394) discloses a cable assembly. LaRock (US 4,818,820) discloses a 
transmission system. Plummer (US 4,409,427) discloses a radio frequency shielding 
jacket. King et al. (US 4,404,424) disclose a shielded twisted-pair flat electrical cable. 
Bogese et al. (US 4,383,725) disclose a cable assembly. Kincaid (US 4,327,246) 
discloses shielded cables. Marshall (US 3,757,029) discloses a shielded flat cable. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adolfo Nino whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1981. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext. 31 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



AN 




A. REICHABO V 
f PATENT EXAMINER 
'GY CENTER 2800 



